Endovascular repair of accidental ligation of the right coronary artery during cardiorrhaphy for penetrating heart wound.
We report a patient with a cardiac penetrating wound who underwent cardiorrhaphy which resulted in accidental ligation of the proximal right coronary artery (RCA), producing a postoperative acute inferior wall myocardial infarction. Although the option of surgical relief of the suture over the RCA was discussed, a repeat operation was considered to be of very high risk. Therefore, an endovascular attempt to recanalize the vessel was chosen. The external constriction around the RCA was successfully relieved with percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) and stenting. To our knowledge, this particular situation has not yet previously been published.